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examine our own nascent and fugitive attention* whether
an ulterior interest lurks in the background ? It is onl^in
its fuller development that we can be sure of its nature*

It is evident, of course, that the aesthetic attitude occurs
in primitive peoples, but so do many other forms of
conscious attention. The question is, Which has the
priority ? On the one hand, the aesthetic attitude is that
of attention unspecialized^ not narrowed and tied down,
like practical attention, by a utilitarian end or by the need
of action. This consideration supports the claim to
priority.

On the other hand, when consciousness first appeared
in this world of conflict and co-operation, it had a practical
purpose to fulfil. It illumined a world where the relations
between things were primarily relations of advantage and
disadvantage, and the light it threw outside this sphere
was more favourable to disordered dream than to any-
thing so ordered as art. It may be then, so far as
priority goes, that the aesthetic experience is not the most
primitive and fundamental thing. Consciousness would
seem to have been born in chains, and we may surmise
that it was a good while before it could win any degree
of liberty and become, even by flashes^ disinterested.